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special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on
February 4, 2017.

Charlotte and Bob’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish,
and honor one another for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the
best.

———————
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in memory of fallen soldier Army
Sergeant (SGT) Jason Walter Vaughn who
paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending our
nation on May 10, 2007, during Operation
Iragi Freedom. SGT Vaughn died of wounds
from an improvised explosive device that deto-
nated near his vehicle in Baqubah, Iraq, dur-
ing his second tour of duty.

SGT Vaughn was assigned to the 5th Bat-
talion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade,
2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Washington.
He joined the Army in 2002, serving in Iraq
from November 2003 to November 2004, and
then returning in July 2006. He received his
initial training at Fort Benning, Georgia. SGT
Vaughn held the rank of Specialist at the time
of his death and was posthumously promoted
to Sergeant. During his military service, SGT
Vaughn received the Army Good Conduct
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal,
the Global War on Terror Expeditionary Medal
and the Global War on Terror Service Medal.
He was also awarded the Bronze Star Medal,
the Purple Heart and the Combat Infantry-
man’s Badge.

SGT Vaughn was born in Memphis, TN,
moving a few times before his family settled in
luka, MS. He graduated from Tishomingo
County High School in luka, MS in 1996. He
later attended Northeast Mississippi Commu-
nity College and Mississippi State University.

According to his mother, RaNae Vaughn,
“Jason was a kindhearted, selfless person. He
was a beautiful person inside and out. His
memory inspires us to be better, do better and
dream big.” His father, Walter Vaughn, told
the Associated Press, “The world lost a lead-
er. My son was a born leader.”

SGT Vaughn’s survivors include his wife,
Contessa Williams Vaughn; stepdaughter,
Ashley Martin; father and stepmother, Walter
and Pat Vaughn; mother, RaNae Smith
Vaughn, as well as a brother, sister, and two
step-sisters.

In 2011, H.R. 2213, introduced by Rep-
resentative Alan Nunnelee, designated the
luka, MS Post Office as the “Sergeant Jason
W. Vaughn Post Office.” As of July 1, 2017,
the portion of Mississippi Highway 25 within
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the city limits of luka, MS will be known as the
“SGT Jason Vaughn Memorial Highway.”

The sacrifice of this brave soldier will always
be remembered.

———
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H.R. 1428, the American
Law Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017. This bill
will positively affect the way we fight crime in
our nation.

The American Law Enforcement Heroes Act
of 2017 provides for the prioritization of the
hiring of veterans to police forces across the
nation and will allow public funds granted by
the Community Oriented Policing Services
program to be allocated towards the hiring and
training of veterans entering local police
forces.

Our veterans are some of the bravest and
most honorable men and women in this na-
tion. They have voluntarily risen to the occa-
sion to protect our nation from foreign threats.
These men and women have served in far
flung, dangerous places around the globe,
from Iraq and Afghanistan to Vietnam to Leb-
anon. They have risked their lives to fulfill the
goal of President Woodrow Wilson: to “make
the world safe for democracy.” These vet-
erans helped bring freedom and security to
oppressed peoples, while protecting and serv-
ing all Americans, to protect our unique and
comfortable existence.

Our veterans are currently plagued with
issues such as mental health issues often
stemming from combat experience, drug
abuse, unemployment, and homelessness.
Veterans are currently more likely to become
homeless after serving, more likely to be un-
employed, and more likely to fall under the op-
pression of hard drugs. By implementing the
American Law Enforcement Heroes Act of
2017, we, as a Congress, will be continuing
our commitment to our veterans by helping to
provide them with jobs. These jobs will provide
a stable income and resources for our vet-
erans to access, in case of debilitating mental
health issues such as Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD).

Our veterans will be able to continue serv-
ing the American people with the particular
training and expertise provided by the greatest
military in the world. They have had access to
education and are highly skilled at a plethora
of jobs that municipal police departments can
utilize to their advantage. By hiring these men
and women, police forces around the nation
can make the nation a safer, more secure
place.

| give my full support to the American Law
Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017. This bill not
only provides employment for our veterans,
who have provided so much for our nation, but
also makes our cities safer places to live.
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Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to honor the career of Duke University
President Richard Brodhead, who is stepping
down after 13 years of service.

Dick Brodhead succeeded Nan Keohane in
2004 as the 9th president of Duke University,
attracted by what another president, former
Governor Terry Sanford, defined as the uni-
versity’s “outrageous ambition.” President
Brodhead has led the university on a new tra-
jectory of growth and international renown. In
one of his first major actions as president, he
led an effort to greatly expand the endowment
for financial aid, which has allowed academi-
cally talented students to pursue a Duke de-
gree regardless of their financial cir-
cumstances. President Brodhead's time at
Duke has been transformative, from the re-
newal of campus gems such as Duke Chapel,
Baldwin Auditorium, West Union, and athletic
facilities to the construction of a series of stun-
ning new research facilities.

Dick Brodhead also embraced and amplified
one of Duke’s enduring themes: knowledge in
the service of society. He launched
DukeEngage, a civic engagement program
that provides undergraduates the opportunity
to apply their knowledge to challenges in com-
munities in the U.S. and around the globe.
Under his leadership, Duke established the
Duke Global Health Institute, which translates
research to address health inequities around
the world.

Further expanding Duke’s global reach were
the creation of Duke Kunshan University in
China and the construction of the Duke-NUS
Medical School in Singapore. Closer to home,
he enriched Duke’s relationship with the City
of Durham by investing in K—12 education,
community health clinics, and neighborhood
revitalization and helping spark the renais-
sance of downtown Durham.

President Brodhead had the opportunity to
help Duke celebrate ten NCAA national cham-
pionships won by men’s basketball and la-
crosse and women’s golf and tennis teams,
while a host of Duke student-athletes were
victorious as individual national champions
and Olympic medalists. At the same time,
Duke ensured that athletics upheld the aca-
demic mission of the university.

An expert in 19th-century American lit-
erature, President Brodhead came to Duke
after a distinguished teaching and administra-
tive career at Yale University. He has au-
thored or edited more than a dozen books on
America’s great writers, including analysis of
the works of Hawthorne, Faulkner, and Welty.

President Brodhead has also assumed a
national leadership role in higher education.
Elected to the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences in 2004, he was named the Co-Chair
of the Academy’s Commission on the Human-
ites and Social Sciences, created at the re-
quest of a bipartisan group of House and Sen-
ate members, including myself, to bolster
teaching and research in the humanities and
social sciences. The Commission’'s 2013 re-
port, The Heart of the Matter: The Humanities
and Social Sciences for a Vibrant, Competi-
tive, and Secure Nation, stands out for the
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